TOWN OF CARRBORO
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

AGENDA
Environmental Advisory Board
June 10, 2020; 7:00 pm
Zoom Virtual Meeting*
Time

Item

Presenter

Call to Order, Announcements
7:00 pm

Approve 6/4/20 minutes

Chair, All

Action Items
7:05 pm

Consideration of Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend
Act Resolution

Staff/Guest/All

7:40 pm

Prepare Review Comments for Land Use Ordinance
Amendments to Establish a Climate Action and
Environmental Sustainability Commission

Chair, All

9:00 pm

Announcements, Adjourn

Chair, All

*To view the advisory board meeting, please email Laura Janway at ljanway@townofcarrboro.org to receive an invitation to
view the meeting. If you wish to make public comment, at the time of the public comment, the staff person will be able to allow
speakers to remotely enter the meeting one-by-one to comment. Please send any written statement or materials to the same
email provided above. Requests to remotely attend the meeting shall be made within 24 hours of the meeting start time. The
requester should also specify if they wish to make any comments in the email. All written statements and materials
will be forwarded to the advisory board members

TOWN HALL IS ACCESSIBLE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. For more information, contact Laura Janway at
(919) 918-7326.

TOWN OF CARRBORO
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – SUMMARY

Meeting on June 4, 2020, 7:00 pm, Town Hall Planning Department
Board Members
Tim Turner (Chair)
Kathy Kaufman
Jeanette O’Connor

Town Council Liaison
Randee Haven-O’Donnell

Staff
Laura Janway

Guests
Chrissie Schalkoff (EAB Applicant)
Jim Colleran

Note: Absent/Excused: None
Call to Order, Announcements
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Chair Turner. Chair Turner provided a summary of his comments to the
Town Council at the May 26th, 2020. EAB members agreed to vote on the approval of the May 21st, 2020 minutes after
Joint Review in order to ensure adequate time for the guest presentation.
Guest Presentation on Electric Vehicles
Guest Jim Colleran gave a presentation on electric vehicles (EVs) outlining their benefits compared to internal
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles. The presentation discussed greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. by sector and the
sources of emissions for the average U.S. household. Mr. Colleran compared the efficiency and maintenance requirements
of EVs and ICE vehicles and provided information on recent improvements in EV efficiency as well as details regarding
EV safety, batteries, and charging. He also provided informative cost comparison from a municipality who has converted
police cruisers from ICE vehicles to EVs.
As 7:30 pm approached, all EAB members and Mr. Colleran agreed to continue the presentation after Joint Review.
Joint Review: Land Use Ordinance Amendments to Establish a Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability
Commission
At 7:30 pm, EAB members joined the virtual Joint Review Meeting to discuss the Land Use Ordinance Amendments to
Establish a Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability Commission. Discussion with the Planning Board and
Appearance Commission continued until 8:58 pm.
Approval of Minutes – May 21, 2020 Meeting
After Joint Review, Kaufman motioned to approve the minutes from the May 21st, 2020 meeting. This motion was
seconded by O’Connor. AYES: (3) Turner, O’Connor, Kaufman; NAYES: (0)
Guest Presentation on Electric Vehicles - Continued
Mr. Colleran continued his presentation on electric vehicles and answered questions from EAB members, who thanked
him for offering his time and expertise on the subject.
Adjourn
EAB members decided to hold a Special Meeting in the following week to finalize their recommendations for the Land
Use Ordinance Amendments to Establish a Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability Commission.
The motion to adjourn was made by O’Connor and seconded by Kaufman, with all members voting in favor. AYES: (3)
Turner, Kaufman, O’Connor; NAYES: (0). The meeting was adjourned at 9:36 pm.

EAB = Environmental Advisory Board; LUO = Land Use Ordinance
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Resolution No. ________
City _____________, State_______________
Resolution urging the United States Congress to enact the
Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act
WHEREAS, an Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued a special report on the
impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels in October 2018 warning that
global warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the
current rate.
WHEREAS, the United Nations climate science body said in a monumental climate report that
we have only until 2030 to make massive and unprecedented changes to global energy
infrastructure to limit global warming to moderate levels; and
WHEREAS, the United States government released its Fourth Annual Climate Assessment in
November 2018 reporting that the impacts of climate change are already being felt in
communities across the country, and that more frequent and intense extreme weather and
climate-related events, as well as changes in average climate conditions, are expected to
continue to damage infrastructure, ecosystems, and social systems that provide essential
benefits to communities; and
WHEREAS, conservative estimates by the world's climate scientists state that, to achieve
climate stabilization and avoid cataclysmic climate change, emissions of greenhouse gases
(GHGs) must be brought to 80-95% below 1990 levels by 2050; and
WHEREAS, presently the environmental, health, and social costs of carbon emissions are not
included in prices paid for fossil fuels, but rather these externalized costs are borne directly and
indirectly by all Americans and global citizens; and
WHEREAS, to begin to correct this market failure, Congress can enact the Energy Innovation
and Carbon Dividend Act to assess a national carbon fee on fossil fuels based on the amount of
CO2 the fuel will emit when burned and allocate the collected proceeds to all U.S. Households in
equal per-capita shares in the form of a monthly dividend; and
WHEREAS, for efficient administration, the fossil fuels fee can be applied once, as far upstream
in the economy as practical, or at the port of entry into the United States; and
WHEREAS, as stated in the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act, a national,
revenue-neutral carbon fee starting at a relatively low rate of $15 per ton of CO2 equivalent
emissions and resulting in equal charges per ton of CO2 equivalent emissions potential in each
type of fuel or greenhouse gas should be assessed to begin to lower what are now dangerously
high CO2 emissions. The yearly increase in carbon fees including other greenhouse gases,

shall be at least $10 per ton of CO2 equivalent each year, with the provision that the annual
increase will be $15 per ton of CO2 equivalent if statutory goals are not met; and
WHEREAS, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act specifies that, in order to
protect low and middle income citizens from the economic impact of rising prices due to the
carbon fee, equal monthly per-person dividend payments shall be made to all American
households (½ payment per child under 19 years old) each month from the fossil fuel fees
collected. The total value of all monthly dividend payments shall represent 100% of the net
carbon fees collected per month; and
WHEREAS, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act encourages market-driven
innovation of clean energy technologies and market efficiencies which will reduce harmful
pollution and leave a healthier, more stable, and more prosperous nation for future generations;
and
WHEREAS, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act will, after 12 years, lead to a
decrease in America’s CO2 emissions of 40 percent and preserve national employment; and
WHEREAS, border adjustments - carbon content-based levies on products imported from
countries without comparable carbon pricing, and refunds to our exporters of carbon fees paid can maintain the competitiveness of U.S. businesses in global markets; and
WHEREAS, a national carbon fee can be implemented quickly and efficiently, and will respond
to the urgency of the climate crisis because the federal government already has in place
mechanisms, such as the Internal Revenue Service, needed to implement and enforce the fee,
and already collects fees from fossil fuel producers and importers; and
WHEREAS, A national revenue-neutral carbon fee would make the United States a leader in
mitigating climate change and in the clean energy technologies of the 21st century and would
provide incentive to other countries to enact similar carbon fees, reducing global C02 emissions
without the need for complex international agreements, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT:
RESOLVED, that the Town of Carrboro, North Carolina urges the United States Congress to
enact without delay the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager or City Clerk, no later than 30 days after
passage of this Resolution, shall transmit copies of this resolution to the President and Vice
President of the United States, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to the Majority
Leader of the Senate, to each U.S. Senator and Representative from the State of North Carolina
in the Congress of the United States, and to nearby city and county governments urging that
they pass similar resolutions.

PASSED AND ADOPTED as a resolution of the City Council of the Town of Carrboro , State of
North Carolina at its regularly scheduled meeting held on ________________, 2020.

__________________________
____________________, Mayor
City of ____________________

__________________________
_________________, City Clerk

JOINT ADVISORY BOARDS
ITEM NO._______

AGENDA ITEM ABSTRACT
MEETING DATE: June 4, 2020
TITLE: Land Use Ordinance Amendments to Establish a Climate Action and
Environmental Sustainability Commission
DEPARTMENT: Planning

PUBLIC HEARING: YES ___ NO_X_

ATTACHMENTS:
A Recommendation Template
B Draft LUO Ordinance

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christina Moon – 918-7325
Patricia McGuire -- 918-7327

PURPOSE
The purpose of this item is for advisory board members to consider amendments to the Land Use
Ordinance that would establish a new Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability
Commission as an update to the existing Environmental Advisory Board. The Town Council has
set a public hearing for June 16, 2020 and has requested advisory board review prior to the
hearing.
INFORMATION
During the March joint review meeting and again in April/May, staff discussed possible options
to shift some of the development review duties of the Environmental Advisory Board to the
Planning Board and Appearance Commission to advance implementation of the Town’s climate
action plans. While all of the boards noted the importance of advancing the climate action plans,
some members of the Planning Board and Appearance Commission expressed reservations with
the proposal to take on certain aspects of environmental review historically addressed by the
EAB.
A draft ordinance has been prepared that would establish a new Climate Action and
Environmental Sustainability Commission (CAESC). The new name emphasizes the role the
commission to serve as the advisory board tasked with leading the Town’s efforts toward climate
action planning, and a new provision under 15-45.2(a) articulates this charge. The existing duties
relating to development review would remain with the CAESC. Planning staff would facilitate
the discussion of development applications and amendments, when required, to allow the
Environmental Sustainability Coordinator to focus on climate action
The existing EAB would sunset; interested candidates would apply for appointment to the new
commission. The nine-member CAESC would ensure sufficient membership for broad expertise
in environmental topics relating to climate action and sustainability as well as development
review. A requirement for at least two members to have special expertise related to climate
action implementation such as renewable energy use or energy efficiency in building design
and/or construction, use or promotion of alternative transportation, and/or community

engagement/grass-roots organizing related to climate action or similar environmental initiatives,
is included.
The Appearance Commission would continue to serve as the Town’s Tree Board under the Tree
City USA standards, with some duties shared at times and as appropriate with staff and other
advisory boards and commissions.
A public hearing has been set for June 16, 2020. The Town Council must receive public
comments before adopting amendments to the Land Use Ordinance. Orange County and
Planning Board are also needed. The Appearance Commission and Environmental Advisory
Board have also been identified for referral based on their purview.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that advisory boards review the draft ordinance (Attachment B) and consider
adopting a recommendation for inclusion in the public hearing materials for June 16th. A
recommendation template has been provided for the boards to use (Attachment A).

Attachment A

TOWN OF CARRBORO
_____________________
301 West Main Street, Carrboro, North Carolina 27510

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N
THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020
Land Use Ordinance Text Amendment to Establish a Climate Action and
Environmental Sustainability Commission
Motion was made by _________ and seconded by
_________
that
recommends that the Town Council ___________ the draft ordinance.

the

______________

VOTE:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTENTIONS:
ABSENT/EXCUSED:

Associated Findings
By a unanimous show of hands, the __________________ membership also indicated that no members
have any financial interests that would pose a conflict of interest to the adoption of this amendment.

The _________________________ of the Town of Carrboro finds that the proposed text amendment
______ consistent with Carrboro Vision2020 in the support of environmental protection and promotion,
specifically Provision 5.22 to set policies to protect creeks, streams ponds and lakes, and Provision 5.31
to promote energy conservation, alternative and renewal energy, as well as the Community Climate
Action Plan which speaks to the role of an advisory board to help guide implementation.

Furthermore, the _________________________ of the Town of Carrboro finds that the proposed text
amendment promotes efficient and effective government which is in the public interest.
VOTE:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTENTIONS:
ABSENT/EXCUSED:

____________________________________________
(Chair)
(Date)
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CARRBORO LAND USE ORDINANCE TO
ESTABLISH A CLIMATE ACTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
COMMISSION
*DRAFT 5-22-2020*

THE CARRBORO TOWN COUNCIL ORDAINS:

Section 1. Article II, Administration is rewritten to read as follows:
PART VI. CLIMATE ACTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
COMMISSION
Section 15-45 Appointment and Terms of Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability
Commission
(a)
There shall be a Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability Commission
(CAESC), which shall consist of nine members appointed by the Town Council. All members of
the CAESC shall either reside, own property, or operate a business within the town’s planning
jurisdiction. At least two members will have special expertise related to climate action
implementation such as renewable energy use or energy efficiency in building design and/or
construction, reducing motor vehicle use, or community engagement/grass-roots organizing
related to climate action or similar environmental initiatives.
(b)
CAESC members shall be appointed for three year staggered terms, but members
may continue to serve until their successors have been appointed. The initial terms of all members
shall expire on January 31, 2021. Effective February 1, 2021, four members shall be appointed
for three year terms, three members for two year terms, and two members for one year terms.
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms only.
(c)

Members may be removed as follows:
(1)

The chair shall file or caused to be filed with the town clerk an attendance
report after each meeting identifying those members who are present or
absent.

(2)

Unless the chair waives the requirement, members shall be removed if they
are absent for three consecutive meetings or if they miss more than 30% of
the meetings during a twelve-month period. The town clerk shall notify the
chair in writing as soon as a member becomes subject to removal under this
section. The chair will have ten days after receipt of such notice to waive
the removal. If the chair fails to notify the town clerk in writing within ten
days after receipt of such notice that the automatic removal requirements
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should be waived, the town clerk will send the removal notice to the
member. This removal shall be effective on the date of such notice.
(3)

Members may also be removed by the Town Council, after a hearing, for
any good cause related to performance of duty.

Section 15-45.1 Organization and Meetings of CAESC
(a)
The CAESC shall establish a regular meeting schedule. All meetings shall be open
to the public and notification of such meetings shall conform to the requirements of the Open
Meetings Law.
(b)
A quorum shall be present for the CAESC to take official action, and all actions
shall be taken by majority vote. A quorum shall consist of five members if all seats on the CAESC
are filled and four members if there are one or more vacancies on the board.
(c)
The CAESC shall select one of its members to serve as chair and one member to
serve as vice-chair. These officers will be chosen annually at the CAESC’s first meeting in March
and shall serve for terms of one year unless their terms of appointment to the CAESC sooner
expire. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term only. A member may be selected to serve
as chair for not more than two consecutive full one-year terms. The chair and vice-chair may take
part in all deliberations and vote on all issues. (AMENDED 01/27/09)
Section 15-45.2 Powers and Duties of the CAESC (REPEALED 5/11/99) (AMENDED
02/25/14) (AMENDED 10/24/17)
The Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability Commission may:
(a)
Advise the Town Council on the implementation of the Community Climate
Action Plan, Energy and Climate Protection Plan, and related and subsequent
plans.
(b)
Advise the Town Council on policies, ordinances, and administrative procedures
regarding environmental protection and the conservation of natural resources. The
areas of review for the CAESC include new development, solid waste, air quality,
climate protection and resilience, energy conservation, solar energy, groundwater,
natural resources, and other areas.
(c)
Provide recommendations for green building and low impact development as part
of new development and redevelopment, including site planning and design,
energy efficiency and renewable energy, water efficiency, materials efficiency
and waste reduction, indoor environmental quality, and the minimization of
pollution.
(d)
Take any other action authorized by this chapter or any other ordinance or
resolution of the Town Council.
Section 2. Section 15-48.1(c), of the Carrboro Land Use Ordinance, Concept Plan
Review Procedures Prior to Submitting Applications, shall be amended to reflect the replacement
of the Environmental Advisory Board with the Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability
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Commission to the list of advisory boards that may participate in the Joint Advisory Board
meeting for the review of concept plans.
Section 3. Section 15-50(c) of the Carrboro Land Use Ordinance is amended to include
the Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability Commission on the list of Boards and
Commissions which are identified as having designated members participate in an on-site
walkabout.
Section 4. Section 15-57, Recommendations on Conditional Use Permits of the Carrboro
Land Use Ordinance is modified to reflect the replacement of the Environmental Advisory Board
with the Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability Commission.
Section 5. Subsection 15-56 (c), Recommendations on Special use permits is amended
by replacing the Environmental Advisory Board with the Climate Action and Environmental
Sustainability Commission.
Section 6. Subsection 15-322(a), Planning Board and other Advisory Consideration of
Proposed Amendments, is modified by replacing the Environmental Advisory Board with the
Climate Action Environmental Sustainability Commission.
Section 7. All provisions of any Town ordinance or resolution in conflict with this
ordinance are repealed, and this ordinance is effective upon adoption.

